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BIOLA HOUR HIGHLIGHTS
ISSUE NO. 8
FEATURING JULY MESSAGES

Commencement, JUNE 1975
By: Dr. Ernest Poulson, Jr.
Literally, within a matter of hours, you will be going out from this place scattered
into perhaps many nations as well as across our own United States. You will be involved in many different kinds of ministry. Wherever you go and whatever you do, I
would encourage you by all means to make it your priority to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ , who loved you and gave Him.5elf for you. This is the greatest honor of all.
You are "ambassadors for Christ."

1here has been a lot of discussion recently concerning spiritual gifts.

Overenphas is in some areas has created instability and theological sterility. By-andlarge, we are in danger of forgetting that God has equipped us in a special way to
do His task of conmnmicating the Gospel to those in this world who don't know the
saving grace of God through Christ. You must also be able to minister to the
spiritual needs of multitudes of Christians who know very little beyond the simple
fac ts of the Gospel. Ask the Lord for a gift of discernment because in these times
~ i s really needed. So many Christians are beating "dead horses" and not addresslng themselves to the issues that are alive to this generation. On the other hand,
we recognize Satan as the great cmmterfei ter. His hand can certainly be seen in
Dlch of what is taking place in the name of religion throughout the world. Never
consider yourself to be inferior as not having a gift. And, never demean the ability
of any other believer to serve the Lord, for he too has a gift.

I trust you will constantly be men and women of the Book. Allow the Holy Spirit at
all tines to address Himself to you as you consult Him in every circumstance. Stir
~ that gift and go out and use it for God's glory. Remember, gifts aren't to be
lllprope rly used for our own selfish purposes. They aren't to be abused in dividing
the household of faith. Always seek to employ them on that which edifies, builds
and glorifies.

We a~ connnanded in Scripture to "preach the Word." As you go out from Biola you have
a great advantage which many don't possess. You have enjoyed a detailed study of the
ord of God. The message God would have us proclaim isn't new at all. It is the
cuoo one that apostles preached, and that which the Church has proclaimed for two
thousand years. It is the most relevant message for the 20th century. You need
_r apologize for it. We can all thank God that for more than half a century,
lllg which the Biola schools have been teaching the Word of God, they have never
~~ed one jot or tittle. This is worthy of mention as we see so many institutions
. lllg after that which is novel and leaving themselves open for all kinds of dei c suggestions.
I thank God for Biola which stands squarely upon the Word of
, sending out men and women who will preach it faithfully. This is our task!

The testimony of salvation isn't always a popular message. It is possible that some
from this class will join the ranks of Stephen, the first martyr, before the Lord
retullls. All of us will, to lesser extent, experience something of persecution and
hardship if we dare to stand for the truth of the Gospel. It is still a fact that
"the preaching of th~ cross is to them who perish foolishness." It may be that
masses of people will turn away indifferently. Still, you and I have been connnissioned as ambassadors of Christ to preach an age-old message which alone can bring
tremendous change to the lives of people. May there be in each one of our hearts
that which the prophet Jeremiah spoke of when he said, "The Word of the Lord was in
my heart as fire in my bones." This is the authority of God. It brings results
when it is proclaimed through the power of the Holy Spirit.
It isn't enough for us simply to use God's gifts and to proclaim God's message, llllless we also lealll to depend entirely and continually upon Him. Always minister
with the ability which God gives. 1he Lord Jesus promised to His disciples that
they would be endued with power. He explained, "Ye shall receive power after that
the Holy Spirit has come upon you." 1his is the very real experience for us today.
The glorious truth is that Pentecost is past history so that today, as believers,
we have resident within us the powerful person of the Holy Spirit. We are living
in a day with tools and techniques far beyond anything earlier generations knew of.
Yet, we dare not depend upon these things but rather upon the power of God Himself.
Go out in dependence upon Hirn. Yield your lives entirely and watch Him enable you,
through that gift and that message, to bring many souls to glory.
Our total purpose is to glorify God. We live in a day when it is easy to forget
that we are bondslaves. Even when we have done our very best, we are still unprofitable servants. We live in a time which is "success" conscious. We have
given such emphasis to measurable goals so that there is the danger that we as
Christians even will look at servants of God and not give the glory to Him. Never
forget that you and I have been endued with power from on high. A flamboyant demonstration of self doesn't bring glory to God. Only when we let the Lord Jesus
just talk through us to others is our heavenly Father glorified. His Name is to be
honored among the nations. We aren't to take that glory which belongs to God.
Herod wasn't the last to try it; nor was he the last to be judged for it. Church
history leaves us a record of men and women who sought glory which wasn't their
own and as a result, became tragic failures. On the other hand, we have the
records of men and women who served God and gave Him the glory. What tremendous
examples they are for us. There have been many who have gone out from the halls of
Biola, as well as many who have served on the faculty here.
Be careful of over familiarity with God the Almighty. Our position before Him is
one of worshippers. Not only should we bow the head but also the heart and the
will. Acknowledge Hirn as the high and the holy One, communing continually at His
footstool. These are momentous times in which we are living. 1hey are also
really exciting times. You young people, as graduates, are among the most important in these days. You can be used to shape a nation; to shape a whole generation; to reshape a world. It will al 1 depend upon whether you use that which God
has given: His gifts, His message, His power. Glorify the Lord in your life and I:£e
will glorify you as He sees fit. Don't seek promotion for yourself. Your life will
thereby be characterized by great success in the etelllal records of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. God bless you as you go out from Biola:

Dr. Poulson is Dean of
Singapore Bible College.

studies in II corinthians
By: Dr. J. Richard Chase
It is encouraging to realize that God always conquers through preaching C:hrist
whether or not the message is received. Doing God's will never fails to bring
victory with it. In the second chapter of II Corinthians we note Paul's sincerity
in stark contrast to the many cheap peddlers of the Gospel at Corinth. 1he latter
profited personally by their preaching. 1he apostle anticipates that he will be
seized upon by his enemies. 1his is why he points out in the third chapter his Godgiven office and mission as proclaimer of the unsearchable riches of Christ. These
first eleven verses show that his work, particularly among the Corinthians themselves, speaks for itself. It was proper for Paul to single out profiteers,
setting himself apart from them. He did this to demonstrate that his calling was
divine, not dictated by the desire for personal gain. His goal was the salvation of
souls rather than personal praise and a prosperous life.
Just as in our day, letters of reference or connnendation were commonplace. Respected people could open doors otherwise impenetrable. Unfortunately, even as now, the
practice could be abused. Here are a few illustrations of how, in the finest sense
of the word, such was done. First of all, Paul's letter to Philemon not only asks
him to take back his former slave Onesimus but commends the servant to him as a new
believer and trustworthy brother in the Lord (vs. 16, 17). Again, in Acts 18:27 we
leaTI1 of how the people at Ephesus had helped Apollos as he moved to the Roman
province of Achaia. 1hey wrote to the disciples there to welcome him which opened
doors immediately. There is a similar situation found in Romans 16:1 where the
apostle cornrnended Phoebe who served the church at Cenchrea. This practice of
recommendation must have been widespread, persisting for many centuries. In fact,
in the fifth century at one of the church councils, this edict was given, "Unknown
clerics are under no circlilllStances whatever to minister in another city without
epistles commendatory." We use the practice today when students apply to Biola
College or Talbot Theological Seminary. We want to know what other people think
about them. At the sarne time, we need to be keenly interested in what a person does
himself, of course. And, there is always the danger that letters of recommendation
could be an abused practice. This was Paul's concern. Unfortllllately, with the
early church there were some who had used such letters to penetrate the Christian
comntmity at Corinth. They were preaching, taking offerings and living a fraud. A
pastor friend told me about an individual who came from another section of the
Cotmtry to join his church. At the same time, he also very quickly wanted the
church to assist him in some financial problems. He pulled out a very carefully
folded, ancient letter of recommendation. It was evident that he had carried it for
yfunears, using it to gain entrance into Christian communities, hopefully drawing
from the unsuspecting. Paul didn't need such letters. He told the people at
Co7inth, ''You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men;
~eing manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on the
tablets of human hearts" (II Corinthians 3: 2, 3).

?s

Oi:istians are kind people, usually looking for good in others. If we are asked to
"'nte a recoJID'rendation we tend to be generous in our evaluations. The most convinc2
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ing argument is the changed life.

This means more than anything else.

Corinth was a connnercial city serving as the crossroads of not only the province
of Achaia but also of the Roman world. The spiritual change in the lives of these
people, though they were far from perfect saints, was still s? notable that word of
their transformation spread as travelers passed through the city. F. W. R?bertson
notes "That which you have written on a life is forever; you cannot blot it out."
Many ~f us -today can 1-eam well from that. It is easy to rest on our laurels, as
people pat us on the back. We should recognize that we will be sized up by what
we have done rather than by what some generous or gracious soul has said about us.
It is interesting that Paul demonstrates his love ~or these people ~y stating, ''You
are our letter written in our hearts." The tense in the Greek ~arries the connotation of being permanently inscribed. Too often we stumble over t~e prob~ems found
in other Christians' lives, forgetting that they really are one with us in the Lord.
The testimony is shown in the words, ''You are known and read by all men.'' These
people not only meant much to Paul personal~y in his heart, but o~her people . .
observed their consistent lives. I wonder if anyone could say this of us? This is
clearly the best testimony of an effective ministry. I often think, "Do ~ and the
professors at Biola College and Talbot Seminary want to be known by the kin~ of
graduates we produce?" In essence, this is the major concern of our educational
programs. As others see us, it is to be clearly manif:ste~ that we are "a letter
of Christ."- You see the real author of the changed life is not the apostle Paul
but rather our Lord.' Remember back in II Corinthians 2:14-17 Paul urged, "Our job
is to be faithful. We proclaim the message and only God can ;ransfo:m live~. ~t
times you preach the message and some are saved and some_ aren. t. S~ill ~ Jo~ is
to be faithful." Paul's letter in the lives of people was wn tten not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living God." I wonder what or who makes a mark upon
your life that is observed by others. What goes into us b:gins t? sho":" and the
attitudes we have and the decisions we make. The apostle is setting himself
again in contrast to the actual message some of these false teachers had projected.
They were telling the people that they should go back and obey the Old Testament
law. Technically, we have a clear contrast between the law of the Old Testament
and the message of grace in Christ in the New Testament. These are the Old and
the New Covenants.
In Exodus 31:18 there is reference to the fact that the tablets given to Moses were
written by the finger of God. The Lord gave the message. to His human lead:r for
the people of that day. In it we see a picture of what is to come. Jerem:-ah
31: 31- 33 reminds us , "Behold, days are coming, de cl ares the Lord, when I w~ll make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the
covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,. althou~h I was
a husband to them declares the Lord. But this is the covenant which I will make
with the house of'Israel after those days, declares the Lord, I will put lVfy law
within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God and they
shall be M/ people." You see, the external law on tablets is to be internalized
into the heart (Ezekiel 36:26, 27).
,

All of this laid the foundation for a new ministry of the Spirit within the very
heart of man. Such pass ages point the way to the time when Christ would come and
die on the cross and be resurrected so that we might not live under a law that .
condemns. While we are very imperfect we can live anew under th: Spirit. of God in
our lives since we are transformed through the shed blood of Christ. While Moses
ministered the old covenant written on stony tablets, the new covenant is written
in the hearts of individual~. This was the case for the Christians at Corinth.
The apostle's credentials are supported by his ministry, which replaces
extemal
and powerless law written on tablets, with an internal and powerful dynamic of the

ar:
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Spirit of God written on hLilllan hearts. Paul indeed needed no letter of commendation; it was found in the lives of individuals who accepted Jesus Christ as
Paul faithfully preached the message. May we be faithful, too, in our service to
our Lord and Savior.
Transformed lives of Corinthian believers comprised a living letter and clear indication for all who observed that the message of God's grace is effective. Paul
could thereby set himself apart from those who preached only for selfish gain. The
apostle didn't need actual letters of corrnnendation since his converts readily spoke
for themselves. Paul's boldness in such a statement came from looking to the
savior. Paul was always pointing out that his confidence was in Christ and not in
his ability to corrnnunicate the Gospel personally.
'Ihere are several verses which illustrate this. Consider Ephesfans 2: 18 where the
apostle refers to his right to come into the presence of God, "For through Him
(that is, through Christ) we both have our access in one Spirit to the Fathe~."
We find a similar truth in 3:11, 12. Man's confidence can generally be attributed
to two major sources. Such find boldness through comparing themselves to what
others do. Generally, in such practice, those of lesser qualities are the ones
wi th whom we measure ourselves. This is an unforttmate habit some fall into. In
ancient Greece there was a little manual written to help people who wanted to
point out good qualities of their_ own corrnnw:ity. They were.instructed to fin~
another city much poorer than their own. With such a practice, a town or an individual for that matter would obviously come out well. In Greek literature this
became a rather standard practice. If you wanted really "to blow your own horn,"
jus t look armmd and find somebody who was clearly beneath you. Apparently the
people of Paul's day did a great deal of .that. Contrariwise, Paul's confidence
was found in doing what God wanted him to do. His eye wasn't on others. He had a
spiritual ministry and kept his eye on the Lord.
How confident are we that we are doing a good job for the Savior.

Our confidence
isn't to be found in looking at others, so much as it is in looking at Scripture.
If you have opportunity to share Christ with others, don't rely on flashy girrnnicks.
Let your boldness be fouhd in the authority of God's truth. Those who present the
Gospel aren't to use subtle, persuasive angles to assure a good response. We are
fai thfully to present the message, leaving the final reception to the Holy Spirit's
ministry in the human heart. This is the Biblical method. If our life aligns well
wi th God's truth then we can say with Paul, "I am confident I'm doing a .good job."
Our eye isn't to be on mankind. We should be more interested in what the Lord
thinks of us. The apostle had a God-given confidence which was his through a
direct personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Going a little deeper in the testimony Paul states, "Not that we are adequate in
ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from
God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant" (II Car. 3: 5, 6).
TI;-ere is a delicate but significant balance in this corrrrnent. The apostle has confidence that he is adequate, but he also recognizes that his adequacy is totally
from God. Only in this way can one be kept from arrogance. Paul was called to a
treirendous task. In fact, when he was trans formed on the road to Damascus the
Lord spoke directly to him. At the same time, the Holy Spirit was preparing the
heart of Annanias to receive him. "Go, for he (that is, Saul) is a chosen instrument of mine, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children
Of Israel" (Acts 9 :15). If Paul were like most of us today he would probably say,
"I can't do that! I'm inadequate!" Such was obviously not the case. The apostle
had some tremendous responsibilities before him (Acts 13: 2) . For these tasks he
realized that he had been set apart, even from his mother's womb (Gal. 1:15, 16).
God.• s call authenticated the transaction. Undoubtedly even when he didn't know why
certain things were taking place in his life Paul was being ma~e a~eq~ate ~y God.
The word also means competent, .. or something that "rreets the criteria, or is
5

"equal to the task."
The apostle was intelligent, well-educated, sensitive
zealous, and detennined. He was certainly success-oriented, wanting to achie~e set
goal~ .. The Lord ~at.only gave him these abilities but also sharpened him for
specific use. This is why he could have confidence and still be humble.
We should never say, "Oh, I'm just no good; I can't do the job God wants me to do."
If the Lord give~ you some particular task, He will so provide the strength to meet
the need. God.will make us adequate for the particular task. It is always amazing
~ow the Lord will pull o~t from our various experiences over the years to use them
in a marvelous way for His glory. Take stock of your life. Rather than be discouraged fi~d you: confidence in the Lord. 1his alone can make you adequate for
each need with which you may be confronted. Don't depreciate yourself because
you are a work of God.
In the confidence God gives us in Christ we become servants of a new convert "not of
the let~er,.but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life"
(II Corinthians 3:6). This was a new message, exciting and effective. Paul was
confident in proclaiming the truth. Notice the contrast between Spirit and life on th
one hand and the letter and death. on !he other. In this particular passage we have e
a contrast between the letter, which is a clear reference to the Old Testament law
and.the Spirit, which has in view the New Testairent message of salvation in Jesus
Chnst. The law was so exacting that no man could fulfill its every demand. It
was an external.set of cod~fied regul~ti?n~ which pe?ple simply couldn't live up to.
The_law was designed to po~t out to indiv:duals their need of outside help, preparing the way for the coffilng of Jesus Chnst. In fact, this is the basic message
of the
chapter of Romans. The new covenant through Christ isn't death but
rather.life._ The Spirit of God's ministry works in us, bringing about that trans~ormation which m~es us a child of God. The contrast is also seen in John 1:17,
For the ~aw ~as given throu~h M?ses, but gr~ce and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ.
The only obligation we have is to accept the work Christ perfonned
for us on Cal vary.

70

To gain a good perspective of what is taking place, seeing the law in all of its
glory, we now have salva~ion in Christ, "But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at tJ:ie. face of Moses J:>e<:ause. of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how
shall th~ illlnistry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?" (II Cor. 3:7).
The law isn't totally worthless, but the ministry of salvation in Christ is even a
greater glo:r. Paul never. depreciated the law; it was given by God. He simply
does depreciate the preaching of the law since Christ has come and fulfilled the
law, providin~ a better.way. The great concept for "glory" concerned an opinion one
holds c?ncerning something, or t~e reputation gained by a person. Its glory is its
reputation. The Hebrew concept m the Old Testairent dealing with the word "glozy"
ad~ an even s~ronger and richer dimension. It speaks of the "blinding splendor"
which accompanied God. Moses . at one time asked to see the glory of God. This was
after the law had been given the first time. Because of the disobedience of the
people, Moses had destroyed those first tablets. Now back on the mountain he
peti ti?ns, "I pray thee, show me thy glory" (Exodus 33: 18) • God responds, '~I myself will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the naire of the
Lord be~ore you; and I. will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will show
compass10n on whom I will show compassion." The Lord would demonstrate His divine
attributes to Moses. 1he servant wasn't allowed to gaze on the face of God. The
en<:ounter ~ade such an impression that Moses' face glowed. The glory of God was so
brightly displayed on the countenance of Moses that he had to veil his face as he
came.down from the mountain. We have a New Testairent comparison to the glory of
God in Matthew 17 with the incident of the Transfiguration. Some of the disciples
could see the Savior's true divine essence through the veil of the flesh. They
caught just a glimmer of the brightness and glory of God.
6

'!he glory of God, wherever manifest, is awesome and overpowering. The law was
effective in revealing our inadequacies. Christ, on the other hand, was effective
in dying for our sins so that all our inadequacies could be washed away
(Galatians 3:21-23).
This is why Paul didn't preach the Old Testament message. There is something far
greater. Verse 8 states, "How shall the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more
with glory?" The glory that was in the law is suddenly lost because of the greater
glory found in Christ (v. 9). This doesn't mean that the law was evil. It was so
perfect, in fact, revealing the flaws of the hwnan race.
It is clear from II Corinthians 3: 12, 13 that the message of salvation in Christ
provided Paul with boldness in his ministry. He forcefully dec1ares, "Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, and are not as Moses, who
used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at
the end of what was fading away." Again, the contrast is between the glory of the
old covenant and of the superior glory of the new covenant in Jesus Christ. Moses'
law, as we noted, was temporary; its glory was fading away. It had a specific purpose in bringing people to a place where they saw the need of accepting Jesus Christ
as personal Savior.
Salvation through Christ is not temporary but rather permanent. The law again was
preparatory to the greater glory that is presented in Jesus Christ. 1his is why the
ressage of redemption in Christ is culminating.
In light of this Paul states, ''Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness
in our speech" (II Corinthians 3: 12). The fact of the superiority is established
giving us confidence that we can expect an even greater superiority in the future.
The great glory which is ours in Christ is going to be magnified even more beyond
what we can anticipate (Romans 8: 18) •
In Paul's earlier letter to the Corinthians he deals with the resurrection
(I Corinthians 15:1-58). He declares, "It is sown a perishable body, it is raised
an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
w~akness, it is raised in power" (vs. 42, 43). The glory of the message of salvation in Christ is a superior glory to that of the Old Testament. Still, there is
even something greater ahead. This isn't a third covenant, or a new way to God.
It ~s simply an additional element of the privilege we have of being in Jesus
Christ. The bodies we now inhabit will someday become imperishable. All the ail~nts, ills and problems will vanish.
Imagine being "sown in dishonor" but "raised
m glory;" "sown in weakness and raised in power."

~ope isn't a wish to a Christian.

For the believer, in a Biblical sense, the word
'h?pe". has a far stronger connotation. The first part is transformed from that
which is uncertain to that which is definite, even though the precise time is llllknowi:. The day is positively coming when we shall have glorified bodies. This is
a:ithe illustration of a greater glory which will be ours. This is another reason why
Wl.
Paul we can use great boldness in our speech.
!1'1?t.J:ier passage using this saire concept is John 7:13. People were mingling around
~l.llg for Christ, wondering if He would speak to them on this particular occasion.
le of them had many things they wanted to say to the Lord, yet they were doubtllhss fearful that some of the Jewish leaders were interested in setting apart those
were following the Lord. These people were hesitant because they didn't want to
as rande~. 1hey feared possible pllllishrnent. Notice the commentary, "Yet no one
leadspeakmg openly of Him (that is, of Christ) for fear of the Jews" (that is, the
cers who were in opposition to Him). "No one was speaking openly" is the same
ept found in II Corinthians 3:12, except now it is on the positive side, "We use

be\
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great boldness." The early believers in Christ were no numerical match for the mass
of people in the Holy Land who weren't following Christ. When the balance of power
opposes us we tend to be quiet. In the case of the early church, after the resurrection and the power of God's demonstration that Christ was indeed His Son, the
intensity of interest shifted, at least from a human perspective. All along, of
course, the power was on God's side, but from a human perspective some people were
lillcertain. After the resurrection many began speaking boldly. They were assured
the Lord was indeed Savior. Proclaiming His message of salvation was the only way
to see lives transformed.
What we need to do is to catch the vision of the apostle Paul.
for any inferiority complex, "having therefore such a hope."

This is the solution

Notice as we read the contrast in verse 13, "We speak with great boldness, and are
not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the children of Israel might
not look intently at the end of what was fading away." Again, this contrasts the
old covenant which Moses presented and the new covenant we have in Qnist. It is
not the law versus grace alone. It is that the fading glory fails to establish the
same boldness of confidence as we receive in a crucified and resurrected Savior.
The reference is to Exodus 34:29-35 where Moses veiled his face when he spoke to the
people. He actually placed the veil over his face so that people would not come up
and stare or gaze intently at him, noticing that glow of being with God. It was
beginning to fade away. The patriarch veiled his face so that people wouldn't see
the departure of that glory which was originally there when he was corrrrnunicating with
the Lord. Are you hesitant to share the message of Christ? Do you need boldness
in your witness to others? Many focus only on the problems in other people's lives
in pointing out their needs. If we can begin to see that we have a message of
divine and permanent spiritual help in Christ, then we can be far more enthusiastic.
1here is the wonderful glory of the resurrected Christ. Let us proclaim this to
others as we share with them the Savior.
1here is no question about the confidence which the apostle Paul had because of his
faith in Jesus Christ. In this lesson we leaTil that it is possible for a person to
have his heart or understanding veiled so that he is incapable of fully comprehending Biblical truth. It is only when the Savior enters a person's life that the veil
is lifted (II Corinthians 3:14,15,16). Paul's ministry was dedicated to bringing
an understanding to individuals through personal belief in Christ.
In the passage before us the apostle illustrates his thinking by referring to the
children of Israel. In verse 13 he mentions Moses who put a veil over his face so
that the people wouldn't see the glory that was fading away. The very next verse
begins, "But their minds." The hardness has the Jewish people in view. This, of
course, can be broadened to embrace all mankind. 1he verification for this is
verse 16 which indicates that whenever any person tuTils to the Lord the veil is
removed. 1he Greek word translated "hardened" is a special term which signifies
to petrify or to tuTil to stone. This carries the connotation of someone who is
incapable of sensing what is really going on. The individual is insensitive to
what is taking place. This is the result of a deliberate deadening to spiritual
matters. It isn't something that can be overcome simply by studying a little
harder or trying to get a little more experience. How sad for Paul to coillllent that
his own people could listen to the reading of the Old Testament, including the
books of Moses, and not really comprehend nor understand what the true meaning
would be. This was true although many had studied the Pentateuch, including th~
law, and could themselves have been religious leaders. 1hey had a form of godliness by keeping the law but didn't possess the real spirit of godliness through
total corrrrnitment in faith to God.
There is an interesting parallel to see in Romans ll: 7 ,8 "What then?
8

That which

1 ael is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen _o?tained it,
~d the rest were hardened; just as it is written, God gave them a spirit of
tupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this ve~ day." The Lord had
5
hand in the hardening of the nation of Israel. Romans 1:21 illustrates even more
ao
that any person who is not a believer in Christ is blii:ided and :r:ot capab~e of
5
derstanding spiritual things. In essence, where there is no belief God will not
~rovide spiritual understanding.

In the Old Testament we recall the story of Pharaoh and how h~s heart was hardened
God hardened his hear~. . Exodus 8: 15
50 that he wouldn't listen to Moses or Aaron.
and 32 also tells us that Pharaoh hardened his heart; he_had_a part in it too . He
initiated it because of his steadfast refusal to any belief in God. God sea~ed off
from him the significance of allowing the Israelites to leave. \V}1ere there is
belief, the Lord provides lilders tanding.
In I Corinthians 2 Paul deals with the concept of spiritual understanding and why it
is withheld from some people. He declares, "But a natural. man does not accept the
things of the Spirit of God; for _they are foo~ishness to ~im,_and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually appraised" (I Corinthians 2: 14). The per500 who doesn't have a spiritual dimension through belief in Christ can't lilderstand that which has eternal value. But there is still hope. Our text
(II Corinthians 3: 16) encourages us with the fact that when a person tuTils to the
Lord the veil is taken away. It is only through belief in God. In a very real
sense man is responsible for his own spiritual ignorance and insensitivity. If he
choos~s to reject God then God chooses not to share with him the mysteries of the
spiritual life.
the veil is lifted the capability of lillderstanding presents responsibility.
1his is
certainly not God's desire or plan. A parallel might be folild in what it would be
like to teach a person how to read and yet that individual never again opens a book.
The key had been given, yet if he fails to take advantage of it he has lost the
great treasures which could be his. Do you see how this compares to our Christian
experience? We need to move on in the study of God's Word. The Holy Spirit has
promised to guide and direct us into all truth. There is a day coming when we will
possess total lilderstanding (I Corinthians 13:9-13). In the final analysis we will
be given that total revelation when we see the Savior face to face. The apostle
earlier told the Christians at Corinth, "For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then
face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully, just as I also have
been fully known. "
-

(hce

Too many simply remain in the Lord without any signs of growth or maturity.

~' t be in a spiritual fog about the meaning of life and its joys. If you are, it
ls nobody's fault but your own. Let the veil be lifted through faith and corrrrnit. t to Christ. Look to the Word of God for your help and sustenance. Don't continue to live in the dark. Belief in the Savior can open a whole new life of
~cl:rstanding so that spiritual growth may be possible. There is no excuse for
living in ignorance--only believe in Christ.

~ebere are some wonderful results to believing in Christ . First of all, there is
rty for those who were formerly in darkness as well as transformation into the
eness of Jesus Oirist (II Corinthians 3:17, 18).

t a tremendous truth to realize that, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
r ·" How- is it possible for a person to be both a slave and free at the same
In writing to the Roman Christians, Paul had pointed out, "For when you
~laves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness . Therefore, what
fit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For
outcome of those things is death. But now having been freed from sin and
9

enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification and the outcome, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Oiris t Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6: 20- 23) • You see, we can be fre ed
from sin but enslaved to God (v. 22). Each of us is given a choice of masters.
We should experience freedom from ignorance in spiritual matters. Once a person
really knows Oirist by personal faith he is freed from a hardened heart. The veil
of confusion has been lifted. We know that our Savior is the Truth (John 8:32;
14:6).
Additionally, we are delivered from the judgment of the old covenant, "But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not under (or subject to) the law (Galatians 5:18) .
There is tremendous liberty for the Oiristian. He is no longer bmmd to follow the
injunctions of the Old Testament law, but instead has found perfect peace before
God through the shed blood of Jesus Oirist that has freed us from all our problems
of justifying ourselves before God.
There is also freedom which comes from a concept of fear. Sometimes we experience
a great deal of apprehension about all sorts of things. We need to learn to res t
in the Lord, trusting in Hirn for all our needs. We haven't received a spirit of
slavery leading to fear, but rather to a realization that we are the very children
of God (Romans 8:14, 15). We stand acceptable before God, not because of the
manner of life we live but because we have our standing before the Lord made
acceptable through our faith in Jesus Christ as personal Savior.
In the liberty we have in Christ as a basis for life, we need not be hopelessly
dominated by sin and Satan. We don't need an existence riddled by insecurity since
we are joint heirs with Oirist. We need not be apprehensive about the future. As
we corrnnit our way to the Lord He will faithfully direct us.
The last verse in II Corinthians 3 speaks of transforrnation. Many have memorized
these truths, "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as
from the Lord, the Spirit." How important to have comprehension and understanding.
Certainly, as a mirror, we are to reflect to others the Lord Jesus Christ. This
verse focuses even more on the fact that we are to catch a reflection of the Savior
in the Word of God. With this blessed vision we are to become like Hirn. Transforrnation comes from believing and beholding. Ancient mirrors were usually made of
polished rnetal which meant there could generally be distortion. But in the mirroring of Christ, we see Hirn in His perfect beauty and through the power of the Holy
Spirit become more like Him day by day.
Faith in Oirist brings understanding and liberty. We no longer need to prove that
we are somebody for in Oirist we have become a child of God. This gives us eternal
freedom from judgment and condemnation. There are certain things which hinder th~
Oiristian ministry. The apostle Paul warns of this, "Therefore, since we have this
ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the
things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the Word
of God> but by the manifestation of truth connnending ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God" (II Corinthians 4 : 1, 2 N.ASB) . It is dangerous to
fall prey to cheap techniques to gain a response from people. This minimizes th~
necessary dependence upon God's power. We need to grow and mature in our Clirist1an
lives. Paul says, ''We have received mercy." This is an indication of the Lord's
special concern for the Oiristian. God wants to act on our behalf, and He does!
There is no reason for us to "lose heart."
The power of salvation in our lives brings us to the place where we don't have to
becorne weary of our daily existence. We don't have to enhance the message God has
given with artificial or cheap techniques which seek to stir up a larger hearing.
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emphasized in Philippians 2 :9-11) .. Ye~, every knee shall bow to Hirn and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

REVELATION
By: Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson
It may cross your mind in our study of Revelation that there are so many constant
c:m-d :epeated references to a ~orning judgment. We simply present what this divinelyinspired book tells us. In final chapters we will come into more sunshine and joy .
Reirember that much of this book has to do with the impending wrath of God upon those
who have willfully rejected His Son. Chapters 15 and 16 show the intensive
character of these judgments during the last half of the Tribulation. Here we have
the seven bowls of judgment to be poured out on the earth.
The preface is found in Revelation 15: 1-4. The word translated "vial" actually
means a bowl. It is soirething that can be poured out or emptied suddenly and in
swift succession on the face of the earth. This concludes the seven year Tribulation, following which Jesus Christ returns to the world bringing an end to human
governirent with the campaign of Annageddon. He does away with the Antichrist and
the false prophet. The devil is bound for a thousand years. These final judgments
are the most intense and devastating of any thus far prophesied. God has been sl ow
to anger but here and now His longsuffering ends. We note the words "for in them
(the bowls~ is filled up the wrath of God" (15: 1) . These little words "filled up"
me~ to bring to a conclusion.
This should be a sobering reminder that if a pers on
reJects the o~fer of God's salvation there will come a time when the longsuffering
of the Lord will be exhausted; there may be no more opportunity to receive Christ as
one's own personal Savior. The only future for such individuals is the lake of fi re
(Revelation 20:11-16).

e of the fascinating pictures the apostle John was given of the future allowed
OJ! to write "And after that I looked and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle
~rthe testi~ony in heaven was opened" (~ev~lat~on 15: 5). Go~ once more reveals
what was known in the Old Test~ent. . This. is His irercy seat in . heaven. The ark
signifies that He is faithful in keeping His covenants and proffils~s. Now, before
final judgments come, God shows the character of His h~art, assuring everyon~ t~at
He is absolutely faithful in. keeping H~s covenant pro1!11-ses ~ If we co~ to Hirn in
faith He will not turn us aside, but give us everlasting life (John 3.16).
John continues, "And the seven ~gel~ came out of. the te1!1Ple, having. the se'!en
lagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their br~asts g1rded_w1th
polden girdles." The judgments of God aren't revengeful b1:1t instead c:i-re intended
~o vindicate His holiness. Many people don't fully recognize ~he holiness. of God.
(This is evident from the way they live.) We must answer to Hirn for the sin that
is fotmd in our Christian living.
we are told that "the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from
His power; and no man was able to enter into the. temple till the se'!en pla~es ?f.
the seven angels were fulfilled" (v. 8). Smoke is frequently. as~oc1ated with d:v1ne
glory in the Bible. When the law was given to Moses on Mt. S1na1 He revealed His
holiness (Exodus 19:18). Later, after the Israelites had built the tabe:nacle and
placed the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies, the glory of ~od filled the
place (Exodus 40:34-35). Again, in I Kings 8:10, ~l Solomon had built the great
temple. Everything was set in order. When the priests ccn:ie out of th~ holy place,
the cloud (or smoke) filled the house of the Lord. The priests couldn t even stand
to minister inside. It is a sad thing that the glory of the Lord has departed
from most places claiming to be religious. When He coires again in gr~at and wonderful judgment, the door of heaven will be open. People of t~e earth will see the
great mercy seat of God and once again the glory of the Almighty.

Notice the . content of the music they sing. The message tells of the mighty works of
God. . To Hirn they ascri?e a~l things for He is "almighty, almighty, almighty!" The
Lord is also seen as being JUSt and true. This is particularly significant in view
of the judgments which have already been poured out upon the earth. The devil has
been turned loose for a short period of time and iren have been allowed to do as they
please. The martyrs see God in all of His holiness corning in final judgment.

The glory of the Lord is always revealed in the time of jud~ent. No. one g~ts by
with sin before God. He is slow to anger, but the cup of wickedness is rap1d~y
fill ing up. By the time these judgments of the Tribul~tion a:e pour~d out, His
indi gnation and wrath will be overflowing. His anger isn't like a flt of human
temper. Rather, it is holy indignation against sin. There. are great pauses before God exercises judgment. These delays are because of His extended mercy,
especially before the final outpouring of His wrat~. ~ever has One suffer~d ~
much nor waited as long as God has for man to do His will. M~ has 1?e~n willingly
and deliberately ignorant (II Peter 3: 3- 7) . The Lord warned, 'My Sp1 r1 t :hall not
always strive with man" (Genesis 6 :3). This was before the flood. Man d1dn' t
believe God then and chose to ignore His words . True to His word after l?O yea:s
of longsuffering, a flood was sent over the whole world. Only Noah and h:s family,
along with the animals in the ark, were saved. The Lord tells us. that this
.
Present world is being saved for another great catas~rophe. It ~111 be one of fire
and not water. Actually, we are living on a great t1ire bomb. Right now you and I
are assured that "the Lord is not slack concerning His promise as some men cmmt
Slackness, but He is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any man shoul~
perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Peter 3: 9) . Someday He ~111
Wait no longer and His judgments will be poured out. TI:is is all b~ed on His
absolute holiness. Corne to God today while there is still opportlil11ty.

martyrs also glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the King of all nations and
King of all ages (15:3, 4). He is to be feared and glorified because He is holY
4). There is absolutely no unrighteousness with Hirn. They also acknowledge that
nations shall come and worship before Hirn. (This is the same truth that is

''The day of the Lord" is that epoch of time which begins when ~he Church. is re~oved
out of this world and the Tribulation begins. It is a prophetic expression.which
~als with the time span that continues lllltil the end of the Kin~dorn. It will cone
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens shall pass away w1 th a great noise,

After the seven plagues are introduced in Revelation 15:1 there is an interlude with
verses 2-8. This is the last of its kind before God finally strikes in His last
judgment. In these verses we see the saints of the Tribulation who believed and
e:xpe:ienced martyrdom. They are now in the presence of the Lord, singing the song
of victory. This also forms an indirect invitation for others to join them in
believing and praising God. No doubt the Antichrist thought he had the victory
over them. They were his enemies so he killed them. God has the final word and
says that they are the victors over the Antichrist. This should settle forever the
question as to who is right and who has the final authority. The martyrs of
Revelation 15, who are seen with the Lord, are now able to comprehend beyond the
limitations of the finite minds that God is just and true, even in His judgments .
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and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth, also, and the works that
are in it, shall be burned up" (II Peter 3:10). The heavens in this passage does
not refer to the abode of God but to the place where the devil and his demons have
had their habitations all these centuries. Such will be destroyed with a fervent
heat. What these truths should do for us is indicative by the urging, "What manner
of per~ons ou~ht ye to be in all holy living and godliness" (II Peter 3:11-15).
As ?elievers in Christ we can be presented as without spot and blameless. 1he
~avior washes away our sin, making us blameless in and through Him. How wonderful
is the redemptive plai:1 of God. It is simple and yet profmmd. Gpd has promised
that there shall_ be vi~to:rr over the devil and sin in the days to come (Gen. 3:15).
~t exactly the right ~ime in God's wonderful plan the Lord Jesus 1Christ was born
into the world (Galatians 4:4, 5). The purpose of His coming is clearly stated:
He has ~ome to seek and to save that which was lost. The end result is shown in
Reyelat:on ~5 and 16 upon those who persist consistently in rejecting Him and not
doing His will and purpose.
After the corrnnandment is given to all seven angels to pour out their bowls of wrath
the apostle John describes the situation, "And the first went, and poured out his
bowl upon the earth, and there fell a foul and painful sore upon the men who had the
mark of the beast, and_ upon them who worshiped his image." These are apparently
sor:s wor~e than anything man has ever experienced. They are likely the result of
mall~ancies far worse than leprosy or cancer. 1his beast, with all his miracleworking power, c~'t heal them. Still, people don't repent because of their sores .
Eyen aft~r t:J:e fifth ?owl has b~en poured out they are still seen blaspheming God
with thei: lips, avowing, "We will not worship the Lord at all. 11 Only those who
have received the mark of the beast, worshiping the image, suffer from the bowls of
the wrath of God. We recall that the same thing was true in the land of Egypt in
t:J:e Old Testament whe~ the Isra~lites ~ere spared from the plagues. In the Tribulati?n, those who worship the devil receive their compensation at this particular
point.
The second angel poured his bowl upon the sea. "It became like the blood of a dead
man; and everr liying soul died in the sea" (Revelation 16: 3) . The result of this
bloo~ congealing is death_ for all_ life in th~ sea. The second trwnpet caused only
a_ third p~rt ?f the sea life to die (Revelation 8:9). Here all the life in the sea
dies. Th~s will affect the major portion of the earth, since most of the globe i s
covered with wa~er. . All coi:nnerce will be paralyzed. You see, we are dependent upon
God for eve:rthing in our lives. He has freely given us the air we breathe the
water w~ drink, the ~as. and electricity w~ use. God has been as longsuffering as
He possibly can. This isn't a pleasant picture to behold. It is all the more
reason for you, if you h~ve never trusted Christ, to repent and come to Jesus Christ
as your own ~ersonal Sav:or. If you already know the Lord, you should do everything
you can to witness and win others before these awesome hours hit \JPOn the face of
the earth.
"The third angel poured out his bowl upon the rivers and fountains of waters and
th~y became blood." Now we see the fresh water supply infected. There is then a
b:ie~ pause as the angels declare God's righteous acts (Revelation 16:5-7).
F:ttingly, the bl?od of the_sai~ts and prophets has been shed by those who are now
given blood to drink. Retribution is poured out upon all unbelievers for their
un~odly deeds. Admittedly, it is hard for men to conceive of the Lord dealing in
this manner. He has b~en so longsuffering and gracious throughout the centuries.
Never forget the sobering words of Revelation 13: 10 "He that leadeth into
c~ptivity shall go into captivity; he that killeth ~ith the sword must be killed
with tJ:e sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 11 God will hold
back His wrath and anger no l~:mger. Every tongue is going to confess Jesus Chris t
as Lord to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:11).
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'fhe fourth bowl is about to be poured out (Revelati?n 16 ~ 8, 9). . Here the ~un is
ffe cted. PCJWer is given the angel to scorch men with ~ire .. Still they will
.
\aspheme the Name of God, and refuse to repent or to give Him glory. The power is
~ tensified so that men are scorched with great heat .. As we. su~gested ~t the start,
~· isn't a pleasant Bible study to contemplate. · Still, this is the literal Word
/~od. Scripture tells us that this is coming upon the face o~ tJ:.e earth after
tlie Omrch of Jesus Ouis ~ ~~ been rem?v:d out of the way. This is why we should
feel the definite responsibill ty and pn vilege to go out ~o~g those around 1:15,
spe aking lovingly about Jesus Christ so they will not be 11v1ng to face the Judgments which are coming upon the face of the earth.
The people of God are again preserved from the judgment_of this fourth bCJWl of
wrath . This isn't the first time the Lord has brought Judgment on the un:aved
while He has spared those who believe. In the Old Testament, when the ~nldren of
Israel were in the land of Egypt, God brought darkness over t~e lai:d wh1c:TI could
physically • Still ' the children. of Israel had
light 1n their
homes
even be £elt
l'
h d" .
.
"Th
(Exodus 10:21-23). You remember, to the believer ~ome~ t e ivine ·. promise,
e
sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night (Psalm 121.6).
Perhaps the most familiar Biblical illustration of how God preserves His own
children from intense heat is that of Shadrach, Meshach, ~d Abyd-nego. When these
three faithful ones were cast into the fiery furnace (Daniel 3: 19 ff) the furnace
was heated seven times hotter than normal. 1hat meant that even those who threw
the three into the conflagration were killed by the ~eat. When Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, looked into the blaze, he was aston1sh:d . . H~ saw_ four men and
the form of the last like the Son of God. What an awe-inspiring sight that must
have been! In a sense, these three Hebrew young men, fri:nds o~ Daniel, ar: a
type of the Jewish remnant during the last days of ~he Tr~bulation. They will be
faithful to God even in the furnace of the Great Tribulation.
How s ad to realize that even as the fourth bowl is poured out,. wicked men

wi~l

still not repent but rather blaspheme the Name of God (Revelation 1?:9). 1h1s.
certainly reveals the hardness of the hearts of. a~l mankind. Jeremiah ~roph:s1ed
i t long ago, "The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who
can know it?" (Jeremiah 17 :9).
The fi fth bowl is no more pleasant a picture. Yet, it is. in th: Word of God. We
should llllderstand these things so that we will know what 1s coming upon the face of
the earth after the Omrch of Jesus Christ has been caught home to meet the Lord in
the air. "And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the throne of the be~t
(Anti christ), and his kingdom was full of darkness: and the people ~awe~ their
tongues with pain. And blasphemed the God of heaven b:cause of their pai~s c:md
their sores and repented not of their deeds" (Revelation 16: 10, 11). This JUdg~nt will a~gravate the sores rren have had as a result of t~e fi:st bowl of God's
wrath. The pain is so great they gnaw their t01!gue~ bu~ s~ill will not repent.
The darkness which fills the kingdom of the .Ant1chr1st indicates that though the
heat of the sun will be greater, the light of it will be less and less.
This is a world-wide judgment. If you aren't a Olristian, come ~o know Jesus
Clirist as your own personal Savior. Don't do this only for the JOY ?f heaven,, as
Well as the peace and contentment He gives you down here, but also, if yo:i don t.
receive the Lord you could go into this awful hour upon the earth. Y?u will be included in all these judgments which are to be poured out. ~e plead with you in
Jesus' Narre: come to know and believe in the Lord Jesus Oirist.
In the sixth bCJWl of judgment in Revelation chapter 16 we find s?me interesting
fact~, "And the sixth angel poured out his bowl u~on the great r1 ve:, Euphrates,
and l ts water was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east IIllght be pre15

this could be possible with country after colll1try falling under the domination
hf the single political system of Connmmism. One of these days their hatred of God
0
d of Israel is going to break forth fully. This day may be much sooner than sorre
~us think.
fJIJ

pared" (Revelation 16: 12) . This resembles very closely the trumpet judgment
nlIDlber six studied in Revelation 9. Both have to do with the River Euphrates.
This drying up, I believe, will be literal. God dried a path through the Red Sea
for the Israelites to cross. He duplicated the miracle 40 years later at the
Jordan River. John's vision iP Revelation might well be a fulfillment of
Isaiah 11:15, 16. Euphrates will be the easteTI1 boundary of the revived empire
of the Antichrist during the Tribulation. It will be a simple matter for God to
remove that boundary, simply drying up the river.
This is the final preparation for the last great campaign of Armageddon to be
fought in the Holy Land. The armies of the Far East will gather together for the
battle. Some of the things we have been seeing in this part of the world, with
the amalgamation of country after country lIDder the banner of Communism, makes
this Scripture more clear to me than it ever has been before.
Then we have a further description of the preparations for this battle, "And I saw
three unclean spirits, like frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon and out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are
the spirits of demons, working miracles, that go forth lll1to the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty" (Revelation 16: 13-16). These three lll1clean spirits like frogs come out
of the mouth of the unholy triad of the dragon (that is, the devil), the beast
(the Antichrist or political ruler), and the false prophet (the individual who takes
the worship of the people and gives it to this Antichrist). God is actually using
their evil scheme to prepare for the final death blow of the whole satanic system
of the devil. The dragon will attempt to bring his final blow upon Israel, seeking to destroy God's people from the earth. He will not succeed, although the Lord
allows him to bring the nations of the world together for the great final battle
and campaign.
Verse 16 is the only occurrence in the New Testament of the word "Armageddon," al though it is referred to in other ways in various passages of Scripture. God
intervenes for His own.
Zechariah also gives us a picture of that particular time, "Behold, the day of the
Lord cone th, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will
gather all nations against Jerusalem to do battle; and the city shall be taken;
and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth
into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city .
Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought
in the day of battle" (Zechariah 14: 1-3). It is at this end time that Jesus Christ
retuTI1s to the earth. Just when everything seems to be lost, the Lord Himself will
intervene (Revelation 19: ll). The Bible describes the coming of Christ as "a thi ef
in the night." In other words, He will cone lll1expectedly upon the nations of the
world which have gathered for this great battle in Palestine. The final culminating
victory will be given.
The word "Armageddon" is on the lips of many newscasters and writers today. While
they don't always know what they mean from a Scriptural standpoint, one who studies
Revelation can find the truth crystal clear. The great sections of the book of
Revelation always end in that final day of the Lord God Almighty, the campaign of
Armageddon. We see this especially in the visions of chapters 14, 15 and 16.
History and goveTI1ment are inevitably moving toward that final, indescribable conflict here on the earth.
The strange thing about the campaign of Annageddon is that all the armies and their
leaders of that future day are gathered in the land of Pales tine. The armed fo rces
will nwnber 200 million men. That is absolutely fantastic and astronomical. We see

'fhe evil deception of these demons in Revelation 16: 13 pictures the1!1 as frogs who
come to deceive. They will urge the kings of the ea~th to move against Jerusalem.
lbat triad of evil spirits will cause the conflagration of Armageddon.
It is interesting to realize that we live in a d~y of jet planes ~d thermonuclear
f are and yet the Bible speaks about great armies and foot soldiers. _Have you
~~~r wondered about that? Listen, the infantry wi~l never become arc~aic or outdated. However we may progress in the art of ~tomic w~rf~r~, there w:-11 never
coire a time when the final battle doesn't require the individual soldier .. Wh~never
a country is conquered, sorreone has to be there to pos~ess,control and gu:-de it.
Also it is necessary to have an anny to push the enemies together. Atomic bombs
are ~f absolutely no use if the opponent is deployed all over the. face of. th~ continent. To push the other forces together requires the foot soldier. ~is :-s
exactly what Armageddon is all about. When God P<?urs out the b~ls of His final
judgment, doom will be spelled for the earth. ~ile all the nations o~ the worl~
will be concentrated against Israel, the Lord will move in and do the JOb of saving
His own people in that tremendous hour.
In the study of Armageddon, some Bib le teachers refer. to it as a.' 'war'.' and o~ers to
a "campaign." The latter includes the defeat of Russia as described in Ezekiel 38
and 39. September, 1961, former President Dwight E~senhower declared, "N~~lear
missiles place all of us, even in Olicago, but 30 minutes from AY1!1ageddon.
Even
~ far back as Theodore Roosevelt it was pointed out to a convention of the
Progressive Party, ''We stand at Armageddon; we battle f<?r. the Lord:" Armageddon
h~ been the synonym for any great crucial issue ?r decisive c?nflict: Yet,
.
absolutely nothing can compare with what we see pictured graphically in Revelation

16.
The plain on which Armageddon is going to be fought is on~ of the most beau~iful
areas in the world. In fertility it compares favorably with the delta_sec~ion of
the Euphrates, the Nile and the Mississippi. In strategic importance it lies across
the path of all the approaches to central and southeTI1 Israel. Thr?ugh the heart of
this t erritory passed all the old world caravan routes. Those who invaded that part
of the country were virtually in control of the whole land.
It appears from the Bible that this last great- battle will reach far beyond the .
valley of Megeddo. Armageddon appears to be mainly the plac~ whe:e the troops will
gather together from the four coTI1ers of the earth. From this po mt the ugly conflict will spread out over the whole land of Pales t~e. . Joel speaks of the last
battle being fought in the valley of Jehosophat, which is close by Jen:sal~m.
Isaiah portrays Christ coming with blood-stained garments fr?m Edom which is south
?f Palestine. These two points cover a wide stretch o~ territory. Jo~ te~ls us
m Revelation that the blood is going to flow to the bits of the horses bridles
for a distance of 1600 furlongs which is the exact length of the whole land of
Israel. This is how terrible the campaign of Armageddon will be.
Jenisalem will no doubt be the center of interest during the campaign. God clearly
tells us , "I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to bat~le against my _people
Israel. " This will be a series of intensive battles. There is much confusion
about who will be the armies in this conflict. Some say that Annageddon will be a
COnflict between the Roman Empire and Russia. Other Bible scholars see this as a
hCllflict between the Roman Empire and the kings of the. Far East. More properly,
CJ..rever , it is essentially between God and all the nations. We can be eternally
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grateful that there is no question as to the final outcome!
The war or campaign of Annageddon (Revelation 16:14) carries with it the idea of a
campaign rather than a single battle. We should keep in mind that there are a
number of differences between the campaign of Armageddon as spoken of in this last
book of the Bible and the invasion of the Middle East by Russia prophesied in
Ezekiel 38 and 39. It would be helpful to compare the two.
In the battle foreseen by Ezekiel, Gog and Magog, Russia and at least five other
nations, are involved (Ezekiel 38:2-6). In Armageddon all the nations of the
world will participate (Joel 3:2; Zechariah 14:2). In ti1e battle of Gog and
Magog, the invaders of the land of Palestine will come from the North (Ezekiel 38:6
39: 2) but in the campaign of Armageddon the armies come from the four comers of '
the earth (Daniel ll:40-45; Revelation 16:12-16). In the battle of Gog and Magog
the purpose of Russia is to take a spoil, seizing the riches of Palestine '
(Ezekiel 38:12), but in the campaign of Armageddon the purpose is to annihilate the
Jewish people, fighting against Jesus Christ and His armies from heaven
(Revelation 19:19; Zechariah 12:2, 3, 9; 14:2). In the battle of Gog and Magog
there will be a protest against what Russia does by certain nations (Exekiel 38:13),
but in the campaign of Armageddon there will be no dissenters (Zechariah 14:2).
In the battle of Gog and Magog Russia will be the leader of the nations
(Ezekiel 38:7), but in Armageddon the beast or the Antichrist will be the leader of
the situation (Revelation 19:19). In the battle of Gog and Magog God defeats the
northern invaders with pestilence, blood and overflowing rain, great hailstones,
fire and brimstone (Ezekiel 38:22). In the campaign of Armageddon the armies are
defeated by the Word of Christ (Revelation 19:15, 21). In the battle of Gog and
Magog the enemies will fall on the mountains of Israel and the open fields
(Ezekiel 39:4, S), but in the campaign of Armageddon those who are slain by the
Lord will be from one end of the earth to the other (Jeremiah 25:33;
Revelation 19:17, 18, 21).
After the battle of Gog and Magog the war will continue with other nations involved
during the remainder of the Tribulation (Revelation 13:4-7), but with Armageddon the
event will be followed by the swords and spears being beaten into plowshares and
pruning hooks (Isaiah 2: 4) • This will be the beginning of the Millennium under the
rule of Christ.
Considering the sequence of Biblical prophecy we find the arising of the man of
sin (Daniel 11:36) whose power and conquest are clearly depicted. This world ruler,
against whom Russia is going to fight and be defeated, is only one part of the
whole campaign of Armageddon. I do not believe that these who come from the north
in Daniel 11:40 are the same as those who are defeated with Russia and her allies
in Ezekiel 38 and 39. That event is all done and over with by the time this period
in the Tribulation takes place. The big red bear has already been destroyed by
the middle of the Tribulation. Armageddon occurs at the close of these seven
years. The invasion of the Holy Land, described in Revelation 9:13-21, shows an
anny of 200 million coming across the River Euphrates. It will be miraculously
dried up (Revelation 16: 12) which permits this large eastern anny to march down to
Megeddo. The scene is set and Biblical prophecy will continue to be fulfilled.

wn people (Revelation 19 :ll-14). God has promised to move into t~e midst of
~is situation (Zechariah 14:5; I Thessalo~ians 3:13; ~I ~essalo~ians 1:7),
utting a stop to man's evil efforts. Christ r~turns in ~is glo~ious Seco~d
taming to rescue His people Israel out of the midst of this terrible, tragic a~l
world invasion. The Savior Himself declared, "When the Son ?f Man shall come in
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall_ He_ sit upon the throne of
His glory." Christ will set up His kingdom when all this is over (Mark 8: 38) •
consider the results of Armageddon. God is dete~ned to ~atl~er . all ~he natio~s
together in one place where poured out upon them will be Hi~ indignatior: and fierce
anger (Zechariah 12: 3, 9; 14: 12, 13). Christ wi1~ set up His eart~ly kingdom
only after His enemies have been defeated. The wmepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God is spoken of in Isaiah 63:2, 3, 6. The b~ood tha~ flows from
Annageddon will cover 200 miles of territory. Untold numbers will be killed as the
annies march against Israel and Jesus Christ (Isaiah 34:1-?). TJ:e m?mentous event
will take place, I believe, toward the end of the great Tribulation in the last
three and a half years of that awesome period.
In Revelation 16: 15 there is a significant parenthetical warning of God before t~e
last bowl of judgment is poured out upon the earth. "And behold, I come as a thief.
Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments , lest he walk naked, and they
see his shame." What a soleTIIl1 pause this really is!
The earth is reminded of His soon and sudden coming. He will return as "a thief in
the night," showing that the Church won't be on the earth at that time. ~essa
lonian believers were assured that this day couldn't overtake them as a thief
(I Thessalonians 5: 4). The clothing spoken of here, "keeping his garments" (v. 16)
isn't literal but rather speaks of character. If something suddenly happens, such
~ the arrival of the Lord, one who is asleep doesn't readily get himself clothed.
He who is in a wakeful attitude is always safe in respect to his attire. This is
why Jesus speaks of it in Revelation 16:15. What compassion, love and grace can
be clearly seen on God's part, even in these last dark days of earth's history.

Dr. Anderson is Pastor
of Bethany Baptist Church,
West Covina, California.

There are some very interesting facets to reITBrnber about Armageddon. 1here will be
the Antichrist and his anny, the king of the South and his anny, the king of the
North and his anny, and the kings of the East and their armies which sweep over
the River Euphrates. There will be a definite invasion of the Holy Land
(Revelation 16:12) from all the nations of the world. Included in the armies o~
Armageddon will be an invasion from heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ to rescue His
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Lord God (Luke 4:18 and Isaiah 61:1); and the Spirit of the Living God (II Car. 3:3).

Q's & As on the HOLY SPIRI
By: Dr. Lehman Strauss
"If the Holy Spirit is a person and not merely an influence, why is the Spirit
referred to as 'itself' in Romans 8:26 and 'it' in I Peter 1:11? Why is the neuter
pronoun used instead of the masculine?"
Q.

A. The word in the Greek New Testament translated "Spirit" is "pneuma," meaning
breath or air. It is a neuter noun in gender. The translators of the Bible, adhering strictly to rules of granrrnar, translated the pronoun in the neuter gender.
Had they translated the real sense of "pneuma" they would have given it the
masculine gender. Romans 8:26 would read ''Himself;" I Peter l:ll would be "He."
Much false teaching has developed from the use of the neuter pronoWl as found in the
King James Version. Some would erroneously teach that the Holy Spirit isn't a persm but ire rely an influence. The majority of pass ages in the Bib le where the Holy
Spirit is mentioned use the masculine pronoun (i.e. John 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26;
16:7, 13, 14 and others).
The Holy Spirit is a person. The essential elements constituting personality are
three in nwnber: intelligence, emotion, and will. All three characteristics are
ascribed to Him. Possessing personality, the Spirit blasphemed (Matthew 12:31,32) .
He can be lied to and resisted (Acts 3:7,51). He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30J .
He can be insulted (Hebrews 10:29). There are also different forms of activity
ascribed to the Holy Spirit. He moves (Genesis 1:2); He strives (Genesis 6:3); He
creates (Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30); He teaches (John 14:26); He testifies (John
15:26); He reproves (John 16:8); He guides (John 16:13); He glorifies Christ
(John 16:14); He raises the dead (Romans 8:ll); He leads (Romans 8:14); He appoints
(Acts 13:2; 16:6, 7); He helps (Romans 8:26); He searches (I Cor. 2:10,11). He
sanctifies (I Car. 6: ll) ; He gives gifts (I Cor. 12: ll). With such an abundance of
evidence before us one must concede that the Holy Spirit is definitely a person and
not irerely an influence.
Q.

"Does the Bible teach the diety of the Holy Spirit or is the Holy Spirit God?"

A. The Bible states unmistakably that the Holy Spirit possesses the essential
attributes of diety. Without these He couldn't be God. For example, in Heb. 9:14
He is eternal; in Luke 1:35 He is omnipotent; in Psalm 139:7-10 He is omnipresent;
in John 16:13 and I Corinthians 2:9-11 He is omniscient. He cannot be less than
God. He is called God in Acts 5:3 and He is called Holy in Psalm 51:11 and
Matthew 1:20. He is called the Holy One in I John 2:20 and the Spirit of Holiness
in Romans 1:4. He is referred to as the Spirit of Glory in I Peter 4:14 and the
Spirit of Truth in John 14:17. He is known as the Spirit of Grace in Hebrews 10:29
and the Spirit of Wisdom in Ephesians 1:17.
The diety of the Holy Spirit is evidenced in His relationship to God the Father as
shown in the following titles: the Spirit of God (Genesis 1:2; Matthew 3:16); My
Spirit (Genesis 6:3;Nllillbers 11:29);
Thy Spirit (referring to God) (Psalm 139); the Spirit of the Lord (Isaiah 61:1); the Spirit .of the
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'Jhe diety of the Holy Spirit is evidenced further in His relationship to God the
son as shown in the following designations: the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9;
1 Peter 1: ll) ; the Spirit of Jesus Olrist (Philippians 1: 19) ; the Spirit of Jesus
(Acts 16:7); the Spirit of God's Son (Galatians 4:6); and the Spirit of the Lord
(Acts 5:9; 8:39). In a strict literal sense, the Holy Spirit possesses a personality but more than this He is a Divine Person; He is God, co-existent, co-eternal
and co-equal with the Father and the Son.
Q. "Do all Olristians receive the Holy Spirit at the time they are saved?
I be sure I have the Holy Spirit in me?"

How can

The primary earthly minis try of the Holy Spirit came into full view on the day
Of course, in one sense, the Holy Spirit has always been present in tJ:ie world. At the. birth of th~ Chur~h H~ c~e to ~ell in.
believers in a most unique manner. Christ had prollllsed His disciples, And I will
pray the Father, and He shall give you another comforter, that H~ may abide ':1ith
you forever; even the Spirit of ~ruth whom the wo:ld cannot receive be~ause it
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you and
shall be in you" (John 14: 16, 17). It was the "in you" experience that toOl<place
on the daY-o'"t15entecost. In Old Testament times Moses led Israel in the erection
of the tabernacle in the wilderness. Every detail was according to pattern, carefully planned and executed. But even after the tabernacle was completed it was
nothing more than an empty tent until a momentous event happened. "Then a cloud
covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle" (Exodus 40: 34). The structure was transformed into the abode of God. When
it outlived its usefulness, God gave orders for Solomon to build the temple. Likewise, when construction was finished, even in all its beauty, it was nothing more
than an empty building. On the day of its dedication (I Kings 8 :11), the glory of
the Lord filled the entire place. It became His dwelling place among His people.
en the day of Pentecost God began building a new temple, His Church (Eph. 2:21,22).
These human bodies, like the tabernacle and temple, are empty shells until the Holy
Spirit moves in to take up His permanent residence. Christ promises, ''He, the Holy
Spirit, shall be in you." Romans 8: 9 reminds us , "If any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of His." Jude describes the unsaved as having not the Spirit
(Jude 19).
Paul reminded the Corinthians, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" (I Corinthians 3: 16; 6: 19) • Full
surrender and obedience to God's will remains a condition for being filled with the
Spirit. But the Spirit's incoming is unconditional. He is the Father's gift to all
who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith (John 7:37-39; Acts 11:17; Romans 5:5;
I Corinthians 2:12). The Holy Spirit is bestowed without merit; He is never given
as a reward. Mark it well, if you have been saved, you have the Holy Spirit.

A.

of Pentecost, recorded in Acts 2.

Q. "When a Christian corrnnits sin, does the Holy Spirit remove Himself from that
believer's body?"

A. The answer is an emphatic, "No!"

The Holy Spirit is an abiding gift
(John 14:16). After David sinned he prayed, "Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me"
(Psalm 51:11), but this doesn't fit the Christian's experiences since Pentecost.
one of the apostles ever prayed such a prayer. Such a request can't be found
anywhere in the New Testament. We are promised, "I will never leave thee, nor
fo:s~ke thee" (Hebrews 13: 5) • The Holy Spirit indwells each believer. This is an
abiding, permanent indwelling.

~ ''What did Paul mean when he asked, 'Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
lieved?' (Acts 19: 2).
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A. The answer is in the word "since." Unfortllilately, in the authorized version it
does not. portray the pr?p~r meaning which in the original properly states, "Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when you ~elieved?" Paul was actually asking them if
they had_ ev:r been saved. ~question was not put to Christians but rather to
twelve disc~ples of J?hn the Baptist. They had been baptized by John, pointing
to the Messi~. _They experi~nced beli~f in John's message but there wasn't a response. of fai
in" Jesus Chris~ as their own personal Savior. Keep in mind that
there ~s a belief l.ll1 to salvation," and a belief which does not result in
salvation (Acts_3:~3, 18-22). There are those today who only have a mental concept of the Christian go~pel; they have never been born again. When these followers
of_ th~ forerunner of Oir:st were converted they confessed Christ as their Savior.
This is the only rec?rd in the New Testament of anyone being re-baptized. It
teaches us that baptism should follow true conversion. These twelve disciples of
J<;>hn hadn't been saved bef<;>re Pau~'s visit. The absence of the Holy Spirit indicated the lack of a genuine saving experience.

0

Q.

''What is meant by being 'sealed' with the Holy Spirit?"

A. TI:is ~dea is in a number of passages in the New Testament (Ephesians 1:13· 4:3·
I Corinthians 1: 22). Actually, the Holy Spirit Himself is the Seal. God is t]'1e 0 '
who do~s. the. act~al. sealing (II Corinthians 1: 22). Don't confuse "being born" 0
the Spint wit~ _be~ng sealed" with the Spirit. The two aren't the same. we are
born of 0e Spint. ii: order that we might become the children of God. We are
sealed with the Spirit because we are the children of God. To illustrate, a
rancher goes to the stock yar~s to_buy some cattle. When he returns to his rand1
he brands o: seals each one with his own identification. They aren't branded to
ma~e them ~is, he already paid for them.
Every saved person has been bought and
paid for wi~h.th~ blood of Chris~ .. Therefore, we belong to God. The sealing with
the Holy Spirit is the mark of divine ownership. God knows who His children are
because He has put. the H?lY Spirit in each one, "Nevertheless the fol.ll1dation of God
standeth su:e ~ ~aving this ~eal, the ~ord ki:oweth them that are His" (II Tim. 2: 19).
The Holy_Spirit s presence in the believer is the divine seal of ownership and mark
?f ~ecurity. _We a:e seale~ forever (Ephesians 4:30). The seal can never be broken·
it is a relationship that is forever established.
'

te

Q·

"What did Jesus mean wh en He called the Holy Spirit 'the Comforter'?"

A. The word is used four times in the New Testament (John 14·16 26· 15·26· 16·7)
The ~reek wo:d has t~e meaning of one called to the side of ~other' to ~sist ~r ·
to aid. It is ~ed in a court of justice to identify the collilcil for the defense.
Thus a legal assistant or lawyer in this sense is a comforter
The word is once
translated "advoc::ate" (I John 2: 1) . The Savior appears be for~ the Father to plead
our cause as believers. Perhaps the easiest translation of "comforter" is "helper."
Th~r~ are four passages where our Lord used "Comforter" in referring to the Holy
~pint.
In John 14:16_he says, "another" Comforter. In the original this means
ano~her of the same kind," not "another of a different kind."
In other words He

proffilsed_a Helper of_the_sa.1!1e kind that He is; One just as much God as He is. 'All
t~at Christ was to His. disciples, the Holy Spirit would also be to them. Without
Him they c?u~d do nothing and would be powerless. In divine essence both the Son
and the Spirit ~re ~qual. We are assured from John 14:16 that God has taken up a
perm~ent ~welling in each Christian through the person of the Holy Spirit
By
leaving this earth our Savior has not forsaken us. We should thank God ev~ryday
f<;>r our Comfor~er and Helper. The indwelling Holy Spirit aids and assists us in
tlines of loneliness and sorrow.
The second usage of "Comforter" is John 14: 26.
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Here Olrist promises that the Holy

Spirit "shall teach you all tllings, and bring all things to your remerrbrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you." Much of what our Lord taught to the disciples
they didn't understand. Jesus explained to Peter, "What I do thou knowest not
now; but thou shalt know hereafter (John 13:7). ~ailure to comprehend can
.
generally be attributed to dullness of l.ll1derstanding (John 16:12,13). As believers
today we have the perfect Counselor and Teacher. To be sure, there are man~
wondrous truths waiting for us in God's Word. "The Spirit searcheth a~l thin¥s,
yea the deep tllings of God'' (I Corinthians 2:10). Our Tea?ier of Scripture is
no One less than tlle Author of the Bible Himself. In tlle Bible we have the text;
in the Holy Spirit we have tlle Teacher.
Tue third time Christ used the word "Comforter" was in John 15: 26. He assured them
of His minis try, "He shall testify of Me." Jesus glorif~ed 0e F~ther by comml.ll1icating Him to us. The Spirit glorifies Christ by corra:iw:icat~ng Him to us. Each
magnifies the other with praise and glory. ~aul. testified, No 1:1an can. say iliat
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost (II Corinthians 12:3). I~ is possible for one
to possess an academic knowledge of ilie person and work of Chr~s~, and yet have no
saving and sanctifying experience apl?lied to tlle heart: TI:e ministry of the Holy
Spirit is to connnunicate to the belle~r all 0~t Christ is and has done. for. us.
Tue Spirit's coming was to exchange Christ's visible presence for that which is
invisible. He makes real and vital our Savior's past, present, and fut~r~ work in
our behalf. Our condition is one of spiritual poverty until the Holy Spiri~
cormnunicates and glorifies Olris t in our hearts. We can be "strengthened with
might by His Spirit in the inner man" (Ephesians 3:16).
Tue fourth appearance of ilie word "Comforter" is in John 16: 7 ,8 telling us that the
Holy Spirit "will reprove (or convict) the world of sin, and of righteousness, and
of judgment."
This doesn't mean a illli versal conviction of all men ~v~rywhere.
There are certain limitations made by Christ. To paraphrase, the original would
give the meaning "And when He is come to you, ~e _will reprove the world of sin."
We who are Christ's are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we are the instruments through whom He spreads the Gospel of His grace. When our Lor~ sends
us into the world as His witnesses we don't go in our own strength. It is not
through mere human ability or by our personalities that conviction c?mes to sinners.
1his is ilie prescribed ministry of tlle Holy Spirit. Our Lord's parting words be~
fore His ascension were, "But ye shall receive power, ~fter that the Hol~ Ghost is
come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses llllto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and in Samaria and unto ilie uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1: 8). The
Holy Spirit will convict of sin through us when His Word is witnessed through those
who are llllder His control.
Q. "Romans 8: 15 tells us, 'Ye hath received the Spirit of adoption.'
reference to the Holy Spirit?"
A.

Is this a

More light will be shed upon this Name for the Holy Spirit if we understand the

~aning of tlle word "adoption." In the original Greek there are two words used to

make up our English equivalent.
The first is "to place," and the oth~r means
"son." Or in full rreaning, "to place as a son." Don't confuse "adoption" and
"regeneration." They are not ilie same. Regeneration is ~hat work <;>f ili~ Holy .
Spirit in which He imparts di vine life to the believing sinner, making 1!-im a dnld
of God by the new birth. The Lord explained, "Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." "Marvel not that I said unto iliee, Ye must be born
again" (John 3: 3, 7). It is always important to realize that it is "Not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His m~rcy He saved us, by "!11e
Washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3 :5). Re~eneration
and being born again are synonymous terms . Adoption, on ilie other. hm:id, is a goal
Goel sets for those who are already His children by birth. The Christian hasn't
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been
0
B"bl. adopted into Gd'
~ f ~·1y, h e h as been born into God's f ·1
i ical sense the Christian hasn't et b
d
anu Y· In a true
for the adoption" (Romans 8: 23)
N y . f een ~ ~pted. Pau~ wrote' "We are waiting
not be waiting for it. 1here i~ a~' i ~e da ?ur adopt~on, we certainly would
be realized at the redemption of the~~ o ~ option_that_is still future. It will
In these mortal bodies we will never rea~h th~~-p~a~ingfwill meai: son-perfection.
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believers enables them to perfonn the mighty works of God. In the Pentecostal
incident the miraculous phenomenon of speaking in tongues couldn't be unders toad
or explained. Unbelievers wrote off the whole affair as being caused by those who
were drunk. Our Lord' s followers were filled with the Haly Spirit. The third
appearance of the analogy helps further as Paul writes , "Be not drunk with wine ,
wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit" (Ephesians 5: 18). When a person
is drunk by alcoholic beverage he is controlled by the alcohol. Likewise, a person filled with the Holy Spirit is controlled by the Spirit. A Christian filled
with the Spirit will manifest Christ's likeness such as the actual man can never
manifest. To be filled with the Spirit is to have the Spirit controlling all of
our faculties. Don't make the mistake of seeking more of the lloly Spirit. We
can' t have a part of Him for we know that "God giveth not the Spirit by measure"
[Jolm 3: 34). Our problem is allowing the Spirit to have more control of us.
Q, "Every Sunday morning in our church we recite the Apostle' s Creed. For many
years I've joined the congregation in saying, 'l believe in Jesus Christ our Lord,
who was conceived of the Holy Ghost.' Can you tell ire how Christ was 'conceived
by the Holy Ghost' ?"
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A.. This is a truly Biblical statenent.

Matthew tells us, "Now the birth of Jesus
Qirist was on this wise: When as his mother Mazy was espoused (or engaged) to
Joseph, before they cane together she was found with child of the Holy Ghost"
(Matthew 1: 18). In plain words, we have here a virgin whose pregnancy was the
result of the supernatural artd miraculous act of God the Holy Spirit. Mal)' had no
physical contact with any man. Joseph's first reaction was to break the engagement . Gcxl assured him, "Fear not to take unto thee thy wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 1 :20). This was a direct fulfill100nt of prophesy (Isaiah 7:14). Joseph accepted in faith the words of God's
100ssenger (Matthew 1:25). An angel had been sent to Mal)' assuring her that she
would conceive in her womb and bring forth a Son. This was alanning to the virgin
who questioned, "How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?" Then the positive
declaration, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God" (Luke 1: 26- 35). She was to conceive by a supernatural act of God the Holy Spirit. Every baby born into the world has a hwnan
fathe r, except for our Lord Jesus Cllris t. Every living person owes his existence
to a father and a mother. Cllris t' s references to His Father were always a
reference to Gcxl because He was begotten by the Holy Spirit and not by a man. Tue
~1rth of Jesus wasn't His beginning since Christ is eternal (John 1:1, 14). This
is one of the mighty mysteries of our historic Olristian faith. Paul explains,
"And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in
the flesh" (I Timothy 3: 16). None of us ever fully knows, and IlRlch less be able
to explain, the incarnation (John 4:24; Philippians 2:5-11).
Q. ' 'What is ireant by the statement 'We both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father' (Ephesians 2:18). I always believed that our access to the Father was
through Cllrist."

A. Note in this passage that all three persons in the Godhead are nentioned. Sorre

tave

wondered whether our access to the Father is through the Son or through the
We should have an understanding of the meaning of "access." In the
:ngmal Greek i t is the idea of a leading or a bringing in of one person into the
~ce of another. "Access" appears three tilres in the New Testanent:
. 5:2; Ephesians 2:18; Ephesians 3:12. The work of Jesus Oirist has made
ra~ible the open door and the right to enter into the presence of our heavenly
te er. Through His atoning death at Calval)' (Matthew 27:51), the veil of the
ll\)le was rent in twain from top to bottom. Hebrews 10: 19 adds, ''having therefore,

o~y. Spirit.
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brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus " Many
know. this f ac t b u t . th ~y d on ' t avai· 1 t h emselves of the opportunity and
·
peop 1eof
privilege
conung_to God. This is where the work of the Holy Spirit comes in. We are bidde
as.be~ievers to come to God_ through Christ (Hebrews 4:16). Oftentimes we neglectn
this important aspect-of daily need. There should be a stronger emphasis on th
present work of the_H?ly_Spirit both in and for the Christian. Christ opened ~e
way but the Holy Spir~t is the One and only Person who leads us into the presenc
Go~ •. We need to cultivate a personal corrnnunication and fellowship with the Hal e of
Spir~t._ Our access to God is both by the Son and the Spirit. There is no con-y
tradiction (Romans 8:26).

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
Panel:

"In II Corinthians 13:14 we read, 'The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.' What
am I to understand by 'the corrnnunion of the Holy Ghost'?"

Dr. Chase, Dr. Feinberg, Dr. Sutherland

Q.

A. The w?rd "communion'.' means fello~ship or partnership. It signifies the sharin
of something. At t.J:e time of salvation, the Holy Spirit takes up his residence i ng
t~e.body of the believer. The ap?stle Peter tells us that we are partakers of the
divine r_iat1:1re ~II Peter 1:4). This means partners or fellow-sharers. You see
the Christian ~s a shar~r with God in His nature which is a wonderful thing.
Lord a:=tually imparts Hi~ r_iat1:1re to us so that we become partners together. The
C01!fill1!11ion of the Holy Spir:t is the Christian's new fellowship. If we are to r ow
spiritu~l~y ~e must en~er into the_ same _goals and aims of the Holy Spirit. Th~
Holy Spirit is the Senior Pa:tner in this new relationship. Whatever He deems wise
and good we mus~ a::cept as wise counsel. If we oppose His leading, the communion
or the fe~lows~ip is marred. and b:oker_i. Let us always make certain that we are i n
n~rmony with Him. If we grieve Him, if we quench Him, if we break fellowship with
im, we cut off th~ source of supply. If we yield to Him, then He controls and
empowers us, beconung our source of strength and victory.

The
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Q. "The Lockman F0tmdation has produced the Amplified Bible and the New American
Standard Bible. The latter followed its revising of the New Testament using the
Nestle Greek text, while the Amplified pursued that of Wescott and Hort. Why was
there a difference?"
A. The man behind both of these projects was Dewey Lockman who was a very devout
Oiristian layman. He didn't make decisions by hiITL5elf but always felt the Lord,
through prayer, would lead him to men who were experts in the field. No names
were ever used in the projects since Mr. Lockman didn't like to personalize anything that belonged to the Lord. He personally refused any honorary degrees because of this conviction. The Amplified Bible was prepared by a fine Christian
woman who knew Greek very well, probably better than any of the other two Biblical
languages, Hebrew and Aramic. It wasn't a simplified but rather an amplified
translation which was envisioned. The results have been very well received. The
New .Anerican Standard Bible didn't revise any text, old or new. Certain texts in
exis tence from the 1901 version were used. This was perhaps the truest to the
original of any at that point. That effort did use the Nestle Greek text.
W
escott and Hort were two great textual men who worked with the amount of material
they had in their day and era. Nestle's text had been kept refreshed as new manuscripts became available. While it is favored it isn't the only Greek text
available. This is why it was selected in work on the NASB. The Hebrew text used
in the Amplified Old Testament was actually the Septuagint which is the Greek
translation of the Old Testament. This was started around the third century B.C.

Q. "Is it wrong to give donations to an organization which doesn't believe as you

do?"

A.

As far as secular organizations are conceTI1ed,
entirely worthy. Keep in mind that there are many
such a cause while not giving to a Christ-centered
miss i ons. We Christians would do well to make our
those ministries which deal specifically with soul
saints in our most holy faith.

there are many which are
of the world who will give to
organization dealing with
major contributions toward
salvation and building up the

In.regard to religious organizations, the distinction should be based on those
which are Biblically oriented and based on sound business principles. That is,
they aren't set up for one individual's personal gain but for the glory of the Lord.
N7v:r give to an apostate organization. If the fundamental Christians would quit
g~ving to such works they would dry up almost oveTI1ight. There are some groups
With which we may differ on minor points, not affecting salvation (such as the
Dla~t~r of the type of baptism) • This is different and we should seek the Holy
~ir1t's leading as far as our involvement is conceTI1ed. This matter is left to
e conscience of the person involved.

Q. "Can you please tell me where the following Bible quotation is found, 'Therefore,
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do you rerember all good work, have a part in every good work.' These 'works' may
be referring to the Holy Spirit or to Christian work. I think the statement is
from Paul's living letters."
A. We aren't sure if you mean the popular paraphrase known as "The Living Letters
or are ascribing that title to the various Pauline Epistles. It is almost im'
possible to tell exactly what portion this particular questioner has in mind. It
may be a hybrid, taken from such portions as Hebrews 13:20, 21: TI:e sectioi:i that
possibly fits is, "Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory forever and ever. .Arren."
One of the difficulties of new translations and paraphrases is the difficulty this
sometimes creates when reference is made. There should be some type of concordance. Even the New Scofield has placed into the margin the old text whenever
there has been a change of wording. This way it can be looked up.

Q. ''Why didn't David and John the Baptist go to heaven?"
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Q. "In the Apostle's Creed we read the words, 'He descended into hell.'
mean the grave , and is it the same today?''

Does hell

A. Hell, in popular thinking, is symbolic as a place of suffering, torment, fire
and burning. There are several words in the Hebrew and Greek, all of which have
been translated hell. This must be kept in mind when any specific passage is considered. "Sheol" is the Hebrew translation of our word "hell." Hades in the New
Testament is the Greek word which corresponds to this. It also has been translated as "hell" in the King James Version. The two are similar in their meaning.
When Greek scholars made the Septuagint version of the Old Testament Hebrew they
used the word "hades" in their Greek translation. "Hades" actually means the
abode of the dead. Before 01.rist's resurrection it was divided into two parts:
the abode of the righteous dead (also "Paradise" and "Abraham's bosom"), and the
abode of the unrighteous dead. The former was emptied with those believing souls
taken to glory with the Savior. Hell is not now occupied, but will be following
the resurrection of the unjust at the final judgment.
Q. "Does Satan know our thoughts? I'm wondering if he knows when I'm discouraged
and possibly out of fellowship with the Lord."

A. While God is omniscient, the devil certainly isn't. Satan is a fallen created
being. At one time he was the anointed cherub (Isaiah 14). You and I, though we
may be redeemed, will never be anything but creatures. There are obvious limitations placed on creatures. One is finiteness. Omniscience, omnipresence, and
orrnipotence are features of infinity. Satan does not know our thoughts. At the
same time, he probably does know when we are discouraged and out of fellowship
with the Lord. Usually when these conditions prevail we let everybody know. We
show that we are out of fellowship by something we say or do. The devil has been
in his nefarious business a long time and has quite a bag of tricks, but he is
still not omniscient.
Q. "You have said that when we die our soul and spirit go to hades or heaven,
while our mortal bodies stay in the ground and decay, eventually turning to dust .
Please explain then how in Luke 16 there is mention of the rich man and Lazarus
having a tongue and a finger."

A. The fact is, we don't know the nature of a spiritual body. We almost have to
imagine that it has some kind of form. It is somewhat like trying to imagine a .
smile without a face. In this account our Lord is using language which we on th1 5
side of death can more reasonably understand.
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Q. My uncle, who died last year, wasn ' t sure about his belief in God, Jesus,
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heaven or even hell. He used to say, 'No one has ever come back to tell us of
these people or places! ' He was an extremely kind and generous man, but he just
wasn't religious. Is he to spend an eternity in hell when and if Jesus coires ?"
A. You sound a little llllcertain yourself about the return of Christ. Jesus
strongly avowed, "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again." It
isn't true that no one has come back from heaven to tell us about it. There were
three who went there and have given us reports: Christ, John, and Paul. Here are
three testimonies to the reality. Besides, if no one had come back who is it we
can trust? We put faith in everybody else. Why not believe God? God in His
Word tells us that there is a heaven and a hell. This should be sufficient. Your
llllcle sounds like a very fine person to know. Still, it is the Lord who owns
heaven and all the uni verse. He is the One who has put down the requirements for
an individual to get to heaven. He tells us that the way to escape perdition is by
faith, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever · believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
The questioner indicates that the llllcle wasn't "sure" about his belief in God,
heaven or hell. We can only devoutly wish that perhaps in the last moments of his
life the Spirit of God may have again spoken to his heart. It is not up to us to
determine what transaction may have taken place. God will be the One to decide
that.

Q.

"What is the best way to present the Gospel to a dying person?"

A. There isn't any one "best" way. The message of salvation should certainly be
presented to everyone, and especially those who may not have long to live. The
method must be determined by the circwnstances. At this point in life the message
should be given always in love but also with a frank statement concerning the
destiny of those who die outside of the Lord. If they haven't known ITRlch of
Christian truths, it would be best to begin at the very A, B, C's of what redemption is all about. Make it as simple as possible. Such a time could be a
wonderful opportlllli ty. The dying person ought to know that you are talking to him
out of a heart of love.

Q.

S~tan is a fallen angel! having chosen to go against God, did all other
angels likewise have to make a choice?"

Q. "Since

A. We are not given any specific verse telling us definitely that angels make .
choices. In the sixth verse of Jude we read about "The angels who kept not their
first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath re~e~ed in everl~ti~g c~ains
unto darkness, unto the judgment of the great day." This is a strong implication
that some created angelic beings made a willful decision against God's set order.
At the time Satan fell, there was apparently a great host of angels who chose to go
with him. Since that time, from all indications, they still don~t have the power
of choice, nor can they decide to go back to God. For them, their eternal fate has
been sealed! The conclusion is that everlasting fire is prepared for Satan an~
both of these classes of fallen angels (those in chains and those who are working
as demons today). It will also be the place for any human being who chooses to go
there by rejecting Jesus Christ as Savior.
Q. "Some say that the apostle John didn't write the gospel which bears his name.
Is this true?''

A. There are always those seeking to make a new way from the old path. The authorship of the fourth gospel, like other portions of Scripture, has been under attack
by liberals from time to time. After all such discussions have been evaluated
carefully, we do not find any opposition to the authorship which is valid. The
Spirit of God is of course the divine Author working through_ the apostle John.
Reading through these marvelous chapters one sees the emphasis upon the last week
of our Lord's earthly ministry. These bear all the marks of an eyewitness; it
isn't second-hand information. John was a vital part of the apostolic band. In
John's gospel we also find similar phraseology to that which he uses in the
epistles and the Revelation. It is interesting to realize that some of John's
gospel has been folllld in very early strata in the Holy Land.

Q. "Do you think that the prophecy of Daniel about the abomination of desolation
has been fulfilled as yet?"

"Could Judas Iscariot be the Antichrist?"

A. 1he king spoken of in Daniel 11 we believe to be the Antichrist.
A. In John 17:12 Judas is referred to as "the son of perdition." In II Thess. 2:3
the "man of sin, the beast," goes by the same name. In Revelation 13:3 it speaks
of this beast being dead and restored to life by Satan. Some want to tie the entire
idea together. The fact is, there is no verse in the Bible which specifically tells
us that Judas Iscariot is the Antichrist. All we have is inference. It is clear
from the first passage that Judas Iscariot is called the "son of perdition."
Perdition means "eternal woe" which will certainly be Judas' involvement. The
groundwork has already been prepared for the man of sin, the Antichrist
(II Thessalonians 2:3). This was not a title for Judas. It is a special
designation and represents sin's masterpiece. The individual sits in the temple
of God saying that he is God. Judas is already in bonds and there is no indication that he will be let loose. There are some who declare that Judas Iscariot
will be the Antichrist, but there are no ~ definite statementsto validate this view.
Similarly, in Revelation 13: 3, "beast" has no reference to Judas. He is rather
called a demon by our Lord. The beast, as in the seventh chapter of Daniel,
refers to the final kingdom which will have power over the earth in the last days.
Remerriber, the typology of Scripture isn't stereotyped. We recall, for example,
how Satan is called a lion while our Savior is also referred to as one. When we
find the same words in the Bible we can't innnediately jump to conclusions that
they always mean the same.
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This is the
In Daniel the
name is not personalized, but the principle is very definitely presented. To get
a detailed study of who the personality is, read this 11th chapter, particularly
the latter verses where great detail is given. The same characteristics are referred to in the beast out of the sea spoken of in Revelation 13. In the first
chapter of John's first epistle we read of this one being called the Antichrist,
who exalts himself. Paul talks of him in II Thessalonians as "the man of sin."
He has not as yet been revealed, but will be when the Church is taken out of the
way and translated to glory.
sane as the abomination of desolation spoken of in Matthew 24:15.

Q: "Was it possible for Jesus Christ to have sinned? How could the Son of God
sm?"

A. No, it wasn't possible for Jesus Christ to have sinned.

He is Deity.
Cormecting Deity with sin would not be a part of the God of the Bible. We know
<>1:1r Lord was hungry.
This is something connnon to unfallen human nature. He was
~ired, weary, exhausted, depressed, but again, these are all features of llllfallen
ttnan nature. When the seraphim of Isaiah 6 cried, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
God of hosts; all the earth is full of His glory," we might wonder why they didn't
say "holy" only once, twice or four times. They said it only three times because
~l members of the Trinity are holy. In II Corinthians 5: 21 we read of "the One
0
knew no sin." This means either by nature or by experience. Christ is Deity.
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